
The Joint Youth Ministry exists to create a safe place for young people to grow 
in their knowledge of who they are and who God is. Our desire is that they cul-
tivate a personal relationship with Jesus Christ and that their spiritual gifts are 
encouraged, affirmed and celebrated in their youth group family. We seek to 
equip youth with the tools necessary to continue on a lifelong journey within 

the body of Christ.  
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 It!s springtime which means MLB baseball begins, AP tests are given, students start planning their summer events and 
the Joint Youth Ministry is getting creative" This spring and summer is packed full of really meaningful events and trips and we 
can!t wait to experience these things together" 
 I have been thinking a lot about our #experiences$ together as a community. The Joint Youth Ministry has been func-
tioning as a faith community of adolescents for the last seven and a half years. With every year, the depth of relationships, com-
mitment to Christ and to one another gets deeper. It is a known struggle in youth ministries around the country to be relationship 
driven and not program driven. Some years we have been better at that than others. These last few years the JYM has become 
more about the people in the JYM than it is about planning the biggest, best, fanciest, most state of the art youth parties and pro-
grams. It!s funny, when the staff focuses on our relationship with Christ and our relationship with teens, programs grow because 
this provides something deeper and more meaningful than the world is offering. Any place can offer teenagers video game sys-
tems, big screen tvs and flashy #stuff$ but not every place offers an active relationship with a living God who cares about every 
single aspect of a young person!s life. Not every program includes loving, committed and Godly adults who will walk with the 
youth on that journey. 
 I experienced the love and care of our teens and families this March when I turned 30. I was thrown a surprise party 
filled with my favorite foods and my favorite people. I was given a gift I will never forget. It was a book filled with memories 
from our teens about their time in the JYM. They shared the funny things I!ve said or we!ve done, the meaningful experiences 
and the way they see God. As I read through I was struck by what they were saying. None of them shared that they loved the way 
I spoke this one time at youth group, or they thought the lighting was cool at this party or that they really felt Jesus move when 
we packed 140 people into our Halloween party. They shared things like this- 
 #I started coming to youth group because my parents wanted me to. The reason I stayed was the amazing people who 
attend. They made me feel welcome and loved. Youth group has given me an amazing support group when I need it.$- #It 
brought me out of my shell.$ - #I leave with a renewed knowledge of the verses; I learn something I never knew, and I like the 
people who are in youth group.$ - #It makes me enjoy community service, and I want to always do more$ - #Youth group has 
brought me closer to God and given me a deeper relationship with God$ - #There isn!t a lot of gossip, people understand why 
you!re there, people don!t judge you.$ - #I discovered my ability and willingness to care for others that are in a different position 
than I live in$ -#It is always creative and never predictable. The community created is unique and invaluable$ - #I come to youth 
group because it is a fun, supporting environment where I have friends and can grow in my faith and share my faith.$ - #I have 
never been welcomed anywhere with my peers and now I sit by the door in anticipation for the next event. I love it and it!s 
changed my life.$  
 The thing these teens articulated was that they feel heard, understood, accepted , supported and challenged in their un-
derstanding of their faith. It!s in those times, where God is so present in their lives that all I can do is step back and watch in awe 
God transform them in remarkable ways. The Joint Youth Ministry is far from perfect and we continue to grow in our under-
standing of what it means to be a #family,$  but I can confidently say that people come before programs, every person is accepted 
and affirmed and faith is taught and modeled. This season we have planned things that we believe will be crazy, fun and different 
but most importantly will emphasize community building, deep of relationships with Christ and each other, and service to the 
world. We!d love to have you join us" 



 

The Joint Youth Ministry is all about “doing life together.” We want to en-
courage and affirm each other as well as push each other further along on our faith 
journey. This summer we are trying something new for us, but old in the United 
Methodist Church! John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist church, believed it was 
important to meet in small groups regularly for the study of scripture and discussions 
that “move us toward holiness.” We have done this as a trial in Confirmation class 

this year and the teens involved have really loved it and taken it seriously. It makes our faith personal, practical and accountable.  
Our “Life Groups” will be most Wednesday nights this summer and will be consistent groups all summer long. They will be no 
larger than 10 teens and these teens will share “life together”. The evening will be structured like this: 
7:00pm-7:30pm-Dessert and large group hang time  
7:30pm-8:30pm– Life Groups 
8:30pm-9:00pm– Large group team building! 
· Here is an idea of some of the questions Wesley Life groups ask each other- Am I honest in all my acts and words, or do I 
exaggerate?  Do I confidentially pass on to another what was told to me in confidence? Can I be trusted? Am I a slave to dress,
friends, work, or habits? Am I self-conscious, self-pitying, or self-justifying? Did the Bible live in me today? Do I give it time to 
speak to me every day? Am I enjoying prayer? Do I insist upon doing something about which my conscience is uneasy? Am I 
defeated in any part of my life? Am I jealous, impure, critical, irritable, touchy, or distrustful? How do I spend my spare time? Is 
there anyone whom I fear, dislike, disown, criticize, hold a resentment toward or disregard? If so, what am I doing about it? Do I 
grumble or complain constantly? Is Christ real to me? When did I last speak to someone else of my faith? Do I pray about the 
money I spend? Do I get to bed on time and get up on time? Do I disobey God in anything? And many more! 

We know many of you will be in and out of town this summer so come when you can! CJ and I think this will be a 
really cool way to share our faith, listen to one another and prayerfully help each other make good decisions. Come check it out!

Who: The teens in the Joint Youth 
Ministry will babysit kids ages 18 

months-10 years old 

What: The teens feed, play games, 
plan crafts, watch movies, teach songs 

and run around with kids all night long! 

When: Saturday night, May 15th  
5:30pm-10:00pm 

Where: Willow Glen UMC 
1420 Newport Ave 

Why? The JYM needs to raise money for camp scholar-
ships. You will get 5 hours of credit for this night! 

Cost for kids 
$25.00 for one child 

$35.00 for two children 
$45.00 for three or more children 

RSVP to Christina3cyouth@gmail.com 

Do you have anything going on Tuesdays this summer? For years 
we have had the tradition of meeting on Tuesdays in the summer at 
Denny’s for breakfast and a three mile walk around Almaden Lake. Two 
years ago we added a service component and began volunteering at dif-
ferent nonprofits around the city in addition to our morning walk and 

breakfast. We’ve loved doing all those things but feel as 
though they have run their course and meals have become 
pretty costly! CJ and Lisa have decided to get 
creative about what activities we will do this 
summer on Tuesdays! We want to continue 

to make the events low key and relationship-based. We also want to get 
outdoors and moving since the weather is so perfect in the summer. We 
plan to do two Summer Dawn/Summer Serve (old tradition as men-
tioned above) but on the other Tuesdays we will do things like hiking 
and a picnic, work at Sacred Heart community center and eat 
at LaVic’s Taqueria, go biking and get Jamba Juice etc. We 

also want to continue focusing on service 
during these events and will find ways to 
make that happen!  We hope you’ll come 
chat, move and chew with us at 9am –2pm! 
Check the calendar inside for more details! 



 
 

This year 17 students in the 7th, 8th and 10th grade decided to make a commitment to learning more about the Chris-
tian faith and their own church. We started studying together once a week in February. On top of their class commit-
ment, students picked mentors at their home church and have met with them weekly, to have discussions about their 
faith, listen to one another and form intergenerational relationships. At the end of April these students will decide if they 
would like to make a commitment to membership in their home church and they will be confirmed on April 25th in 

worship. That evening, our students will put together their own combined service 
about their confirmation journey and all teens and families are invited to attend. After-
ward we will have a potluck dinner party  to celebrate their achievement. Please join us 
at 4:30pm at Cambrian Park for the evening service. Dinner will be from 5:30pm-
7:00pm. Please bring a potluck Chinese food item for eight people. We hope you will 
join us to honor these young people- Alexa Wieczorek, Andi Lougee, Annie Lingard, Cam-
eron Brodhead, Colleen Nielson, Derek Eggleston, Gabbie Fall,  Harrison Carr, John Ahrens, Kyle 
Theaker, Lindsay McLaggan, Madeleine Dile, Max Chamberlain, Mikaela Manuel, Rachael 
Lamore, Rikky Mamenta and Trenton Davis. 

Junior High Camp at Redwood Christian Park will change your life! Join us!  
Who: Current 6th-8th graders" 
What: Junior high summer camp in the Santa Cruz Mountains" We have messy games,  
team games, paintball, rock walls, swimming pool, archery, ropes course, a beach day, 
snack shack, Bible study, camp band and speaker. 
When:  Sunday, July 18th at 4pm-Saturday, July 24th at 9am 

Where: 45 minutes away from San Jose in the hills of Boulder Creek. 
Why: To grow in our faith with youth group friends and meet hundreds of other Christian teens from all over California. 
Cost: The cost is %330.00 The JYM will pay up to half of your payment if you have been volunteering this year and recording 
your hours on our tracking sheet.  If you would like to register your teen now and want a scholarship please fill out the paper form 
on the RCP website or available at youth group and send in %160.00 to hold your teen!s spot. Please make a copy of the registra-
tion form, give it to Lisa or CJ, and the JYM will pay the second half" If you don!t need a 
scholarship you can register online and pay the full price. 
For more info - http://idigcamp.org/ and click on junior high camp" 
Lisa Jacobs and CJ Baker will be attending this camp with you. 
 
High School RCP camp will rock your faith and encourage your spirit!  
Did you love every minute of junior high Camp at RCP these past few years? Do you want 
to go back for the awesome paintball, amazing ropes course, cool bands and speakers and 
delicious ice creams shop and cool camp store? Do you miss your counselors and friends? 
Do you want to spend a week with 200 other high school students from all over California? 
RCP also offers a high school summer camp for incoming 9th-12th graders. If you and your 
friends want to check it out, it is featured on their website at http://idigcamp.org/  and click on high school camp" 
 
When and Where?- Sunday, July 25th& Saturday, July 31st in the Santa Cruz Mountains in the hills of Boulder Creek. 
Why? Because camp doesn!t have to end after junior high" You still need a break from your everyday life with time to visit with 
friends, worship God and learn about your faith" 
Cost: The cost is %340.00. The JYM will pay up to half of your payment if you have been volunteering this year and record your 
hours on our tracking sheet.  If you would like to register your teen now and want a scholarship, please fill out the paper form on 
the RCP website or available at youth group and send in %160.00 to hold your teen!s spot. Please make a copy of the registration 
form, give it to Lisa or CJ, and the JYM will pay the second half" If you don!t need a scholarship you can register online and pay 
the full price. CJ and Lisa will not be at this camp but we will be praying for you and supporting you from home. There will be 
tons of competent counselors there from whom you can learn a lot" 



 

Do you want to use power saws, drills, paint, wood, building plans,  roofing tar, plumbing pipes, tape measures , sweat and hard
work to change the lives of families in CrownPoint, 
New Mexico, this year? This is your chance. The 
JYM is going on a Next Step Ministries Mission 
Trip! We will travel to New Mexico via vans to 
meet our awesome worship and building leaders 
who will equip us and train us to change the world! 
A youth group from Georgia will partner with us 
and we will spend 5 days building homes, meeting 
the families, playing with kids and understanding 
the culture and specific situation of the people on 
the  Navajo Reservation. This community is one of 
the poorest communities in our country and many 
still live without electricity or running water. We 
are determined to fix that! Check out the details 
below and sign up by the end of April! We have 36 
spots filled and plan to fill 6 more! That could be you! 

Dates:– Friday, June 18th– Sunday, June 27th 
Where:– San Jose, CA to Crownpoint, New Mexico and back! 
How:– We will drive vans and SUVs and stop in Arizona on the way there and back for a night of activi-
ties and rest. 

Why:– Christians are called to change the world. We want to do that 
together as a Joint Youth Ministry. The Navajo nation needs help and 
we can provide it! You will also receive 35 hours of community service 
for this trip which can be used for your school requirements and college 
application. 
How Much: – The trip cost includes everything but 4 days of lunch 
money and is $650.00 You can receive up to $300 in scholarships from 
the JYM, based on the number of hours you have volunteered this year!  
Also, we don’t want lack of funding to be a reason a teen doesn’t go so 
if paying the $350 for our 10 day trip is too much, we will find a way to get you there. We can’t 

let money get in the way of a life changing experience. Please email lisa3cyouth@aol.com and check out Next Step Ministries 
website at  http://www.nextstepministries.com/ 

Join us at Vasona Park in Los Gatos for an awesome BBQed lunch and fun, friendly games"  
Who: All teens and families 
What: Lunch, games and fun in the sun" We!ll play volleyball, softball, flag football, kickball, water balloon battleship and more" 
When: 12:30pm-3:30pm on Sunday, May 30th 
Where: Spot on the lawn at Vasona Park& entrance at Blossom Hill Rd in Los Gatos. Parking is %6.00, or if you are dropping 
off your teen you can come in for free 
Why: It!s beautiful weather and we want to play" Normally at our Memorial BBQ we don!t have much adult, teen or family in-
teraction. We!d really like to get to know one another better and engage in some games together" 

 
Cost: %4.00 a person or %20 a family (includes BBQed beef and veggie burgers, hot dogs, veggies, snacks, dessert 
and more" YOU MUST RSVP TO Lisa at lisa3cyouth@aol.com by Thursday, May 27th, so we can have enough 
food" 



 
 

 In August we welcome in our newest 6th 
graders, move up our enormous incoming 9th 
grade class, and we say goodbye to our seniors in 
the JYM.  
 We are excited to meet our new 6th 
graders and can!t wait to welcome them into the junior high youth 
group. As a way to transition, we do a few things to welcome them" 
First, on August 22nd we host a 6th grade #get to know you$ party 
from 3:00pm-4:00pm" They can get to know each other and their 
leaders" On August 29th, we welcome them into regular junior high 
youth group at 4:30pm. The following week, 6th graders are invited 
to have dinner together in groups called #Dinners for 6$" 
 Our incoming 9th graders stay in their junior high youth 
group until August 22nd when we give them one last goodbye" On 
August 29th we #initiate$ them into our high school youth group on 
Move Up Day" 
 August 22nd is the last official day our graduated seniors 
can be involved in the JYM. We prayerfully send them off and cele-
brate their years in the JYM"  
August 22nd&  3:00pm 6th grade party 
                        4:30pm& JHYG& last day for incoming 9th graders
           7:00pm& SHYG-last day for graduated seniors 
August 29th&   4:30pm JHYG& New 6th& 8th graders 
           7:00pm& SHYG& New 9th &12th graders" 
              

Calling all teens! Let"s spend a day worshiping 
and playing at the beach!  

 
Who: 6th-12th graders 
What: Beach Day 
When: August 1st at 9am 
Where: Meet at WGUMC to carpool over to Seacliff 
Why: The beach rocks" 
Cost: Free" Bring your own sack lunch and the JYM will 
provide tons of snacks and drinks. Please bring your Bible" 

Schedule for the day 
9:00am& Meet and carpool over 

10:30am& Arrive and unpack 
11:00am& Beach worship service and communion 

12:00pm& Free time" 
4:00pm& Leave for home" 

5:00pm Pick up at WGUMC 
 
Come join us for a beautiful 
worship service, tons of 
food, lots of volleyball, 
touch football and much 
more" 

As requested, we will be doing our first Magical Mystery Tour! 
 
What is a Magical Mystery Tour:-  Besides being a fantastic Beatles album, it is an all 

youth trip to an unknown location, doing surprise activities" We!ll be doing activities we know you love, and traveling to places 
within the state. The teens do not get to know where we are going, but parents will get a specific list of activities, emergency con-
tact numbers, addresses and plans for the trip the night before. 
 
How:- We will meet at Willow Glen on Thursday, August 12th, at 8:00am. We will leave in vans for our first destination. We will 
travel and do activities all day and then settle down at our overnight location. The next day will be more of the same with surprise 
activities and a new overnight location. The following day we will do a morning activity and head back to San Jose by 2:00pm. 
 
Cost:- TBD. Some activities we are doing will be free, but some are not. We will determine our specific schedule for meals and 
events and send out trip forms and flyers in early July with cost info. We do not expect the 2 night, 3 day trip to cost more than 
%75.00 which includes all meals. 
 
What do I bring:- All items needed for sleeping and personal hygiene. A bathing suit and towel, sweatshirt and closed toe shoes, 
pants and shorts, Bible, %15.00 spending money and an adventurous, flexible  spirit" 
 

How do I sign up: - I need 8 adults committed to help drive and participate. Once 
those are secured we will open the trip up to 60 spots only"  
 
WE CAN"T WAIT FOR YOU TO JOIN US ON THE COOLEST TRI P EVER! 
 
 




